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Jo run a-muck and tilt at ali I meet: 

f only wear it in a land of Hecivors, 

Thieves, supercargoes, sharpers, and directors.— Pores. 


Te 
MIDDLESEX MEETIN@ FOR REFORM. 





The petition adopted at the Middlesex Meeting, which will 
be found at full length, in another part of this number, seems 
to have confounded the whole of the venal and party press of 
the metropolis. ‘The “ leading journal” contented itself with a 
meagre report of the proceedings, omitting altogether the reso- 
jutions, and the petition; and carefully avoiding any allusion 
to them, in the way of comment. Another paper, the “ leading 
journal” of the Whigs, has given an extract, to show its ex- 
tveme injustice; but with a very laudable simplicity, it prefaces 
that extract with another, which very satisfactorily shows that 
ihere is no sort of injustice intended by it. Other journals 
abuse it without qualification; and to take care that their slan- 
der has its due effect, they carefully avoid giving any particle of 
the petition; but leave their readers to infer ifs merits from 
their censure ; which, it must be confessed, is no very bad cri- 
terion. 

But as it is necessary that the public should decide in what 
the public interest consists, we bave laid the whole ef this 
“Radical Manifesto,” fairly before it; with as accurate a re- 
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for:—and we have no hesitation in premising that our readers 


will find it the most able exposition of the national grievances, 
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which has been produced at any public Meeting. Calm, clear, 
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impression upon the public mind, Proceeding to a minute ex- 


amination and exposition of the origin ofthe grievances of the 
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country, it must inevitably convince every disinterested enquirer, 
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who may not hitherto have seriously considered the question 
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of Reform, it isin that measure alone that the national salva- 
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tion can be rationally expecte 1 :—and the clear Cemonstration 
of the evils which have resulted from the want of a national 
representation are sc clearly developed, as to leave ro room for 


doubt as tothe only means of removing them for the present, 
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or preventing their recurrence in the future. The only pretence 
under which this Petition was opposed at the Meeting, was the 
expediency of asking’ for something less than was just and 
right. But why is this eapedient? Those who call it-so, pro- 
fess to act with regard to the prejudices of others, and not of 
their own. But let us look for an instant at the leading feature 
of their expedient remedy. They would give votes to all who 
pay direct taxes, Now, it would be possible for a Govern- 
ment like this, to take off a// the direct taxes, and thus anni. 
lnlate all right of voting founded on that basis. The direct 
taralion (as it iscal ed) bears but a small proportion to the in 
cht 
-be altogether dispensed with. Then if a bill were passed, giv- 


ing votes to all housekeepers, paying direct taxes, by the simple 


direct taxation ; and by increasing the latter, the former mi 


repeal of the assessed taxes, almost all the electors of 
the empire would be disqualified at once. The brewer 
would retain his vote, and might vote fur all who drank 
his beer— the tanner tor all who bought his leathers, or wore 
shoes made of it—and every other dealer in excisea- 
ble articles, for the whole of the consumers of them— 
but householder suffrage would be extinct, To make house- 











THR RLAGK DWARF. 219 


nolder suflrage of anv value, it must be without any reference 
to taxation ; the mere occupancy of the house must be sufficient 
qualification; or the electors would be alt at the mercy of the 
minister of the day. So much for the folly of contending for 
direct taxation, as the basis of the right of voting; a scheme 
which would reduce the electors to those immediately under 
the surveillance of the Custem House, or the Excise. This is 
not, however, more absurd, than to divide taxation by such 
names, as direct, and indirect. They may be useful in the 
vocabulary of a minister of finance ; but on a national question, 
they should be avoided, 

Ifa man contribute to the exigencies of the state, what mate 
ters it about éhke mode ? The poor pay as directly as the rich, 
and much more heavily; because every intermediate class 
throws the burthen on the next in succession, until it reache, 
the lowest, when it can go no further, and must be borne. 
Wlio can pay taxes more directly, than the poor man, who 
cannot eat or drink, without contributing to them ? The dealer 
in taxed articles frequently make a prott on thetr payment of 
taxes; but the consumer has no means of escape; and, in 
point of fact, he is the only persen who is directly taxed : since 
the rest have indirect means of reimbursing themselves. 

Phe attack upon the funding system, it will be perceived. 
rests upon different grounds from an attack upon the funds, 
The Petition deplores that the ancient policy of the country, in 
confiiiing the expenditure of the year, within the current sup- 
plies, was ever departed from :—-tnd to this departu.e it justly 
ascribes the fatal power usurped by the berough nominees, of 
fa ring unborn generalions. To tiiis power is owing the accu- 
mulation of a debt so enormous, that the mere interest exceeds 
the ability of the present generation to provide for. Nothing 
is so clear, as that every generation should provide for its own 
exigencies. There may be singular emergencies, when debes 
may be contracted justifiably by nations ; and their posterity 


may be equitably bound to their recognition and dischirge. 
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Such was the debt incurred by America, in her struggle for 
independence. But to adopt a system of borrowing from year 
to year, from century to century, without any intention to 
repay, which has been the case of the British financiers, was 
most fraudulently to anticipate the natural resources of the 
country, and to tie a mill-stone round the neck of every suc- 
ceeding generation. To expose and reprobate such a 
system, is the duty of every one conversant with the 
mischiefs with which it is pregnant:—and the freeholders of 
Middlesex have done themselves great credit, m laying bare 
this twin-atrocity with the triennial act; the latier of which led 
to the destruction of the political freedom of the country by 
the septennial bill, while the former has annihilated its prospe- 
Nity. The petition, however, recognizes the existence of many 
claims, which it wonld be unjust to destroy; and it therefore 
proposes that a reformed Parliament should take the whole 
state of the nation into impartial consideration ; that Justice 
might be tempered with mercy, and administered in benevo- 
lence, and wrong be done to none. 

That such a decument would be unpalatable to many, it is 
easy to imagine, ‘here are (oo many interests opposed to a 
substantial reform; but this only renders it the more essential 
that the Reformers should speak out the more plainly, and 
disseminate correct opinions with the greater zeal. 

Arrangements are now now making, the result of which will 
be duly advertised, for laying the Petition before tlie freeholders, 
in such places as may be converient, for their signatures. That 
it should be numerously signed is desirable, in consequence of 
the Sheriffs having refused to attest its authenticity by their sig- 
natures. Mr. Sheriff Thompson has offered to state, in his 
pacein Parliament, that the Petition was carried bya very 
large Majority of the freehoiders present :—but this will not dis- 
pense with the duty which every independennt freeholdgr owes 
to himself, his country, and his posterity. 
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MORE ROARING OF THE JOUN BULL. 
—_—)—-- 

This print is absolutely in its dotage ; and its original infamy 
begins to sink into contemptible imbecility. Like an old lecher, 
it hobbles after the sport it can enjoy nolonger. All the talent 
that used to glitter like tinsel in its columus, has vanished ;— 
and we are almost inclined to believe the crooked Editor has 
taken his flight again to the Eastern World; and left the ma- 
hagement of the paper to some blockhead, who is not aware 
that there are two sides of a question. ‘This was pretty evi- 
deat, from the declaration of this superlatively loyal paper, that 
St. Stephen’s Chapel wasa “ Temple of Humbug ;” because 
certain geuticmen who are opposed to the Ministry, take part 
in the performances; the silly Editor forgetting that his own pa- 
trons figured on the same stage, and played infinitely moie 
disgraceful characters. In his last paper the Dogberry ts blun- 
dering in this way again. Ile Jaments that such men as Mr 
Waithman should take the lead in the city: and calls upon the 
Wierams, the Wards, tue Mellishes, the Thorntons, the Ba- 
dings, and the younger Curtis's, as ‘ men of weight and intel- 
lect,” to come forward, “ rally round the civic Constitution,” 
and take the matter out of Mr. Waithman’s hand? And why, 
lorsooth ?—because Mr. Waithman is a /inen draper! Gra- 
mercy, good man dolt, but thou hadst better kept thy reason 
to thyself, and said with Falstaff, “if reasons were as plenty 


‘as blackberries, I would not give thee one upon compulsion,” 


4s 


We are too far above this childish malignity, to attribute to the 
dividuals placed in opposition to Mr. Waithman, any discredit 
by the remarks we feel called upon to make; but the facts are 
too obvious to be disputed, that they are all men of ihe same 
fevel with Mr. Waithman—men who have raised themselves by 
their own exertions—and who are no more indebted to an- 


cestry; and in some respects, far less to mature, than 3 
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Did it ever occur to the licentious press, to abuse Sir Williaies 
Curtis, because he was a biscuit baker ? Had he never prostituted 
his political services to obtain contracts, he might have sold hot 
rojls every morning to this day, without any disparagement to 
his baronetcy, ia our eyes. Yet his sons are called upon to 
supercede Mr. Waithinan, The young gentlemen happen to 
know that they might as well attempt to relieve Atlas of his 
loa ;—but if they are really capable of the task assigned: to 
them, we should not object to them that they were the pro- 
genv of biscuit bakers, or tel! them to attend only to the assize 
of bread, Sir Robert Wigram, another of the chosen wighits of 
this breaking Bull—y, we believe was a journeyman apothecary ; 
who very meritoriovsly opened in the first instance a way to lis 
own fortunes, by semling out medicine chests to India. We 
applaud him for the enterprise that led to success, but shall he 
dispute with Mr. Waithman the pre-eminence of his pur. 
suits The other parties named are in the same predicament. 
They are all forlunale alventurers; some starting with greater 
advantage than others; but not one of them a single Jot more 
respectable in the!r occupations than Mr. Waithman. In their 
political characters, there is some difference :—for Mr. Waith-. 
man has scorned to become atuent by prostituting himself to 
the system, of which they heve been, for the most part, the ser- 
vile tools. He has preferred the course of an honourable 
opposition; and he has received the reward ta the popularity 
before which his political opponeuts dare not present themselves ; 
and who abanlon a cause, which they are incompetent to de- 
fend, but by which they are coutent to profit. Nor will they 
thank the busy superlative blockhead who has thus forced 
them from the happy oblivion in which they wish the Orphan’, 
Fund, the Ramsgate Job, the Hampshire Magistrates’ maximunt 
for labour, and other similar matters to lie for ever buried. But 
they must take the consequences of patronizing knavish fools ; 


and we leave them to ther Own reflection: 
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YHE JOHN BULL GORING HIS GRACE OF WELLINGTON. 


‘ This is the most unkindest toss of all.” 

Not willing to let times and accidental success wear out the 
many blemishes in the milifary {reputation of Ins Grace of 
Wellington, the John Pull, out of a pretence to censure the 
political proceedings of the city, reprints (last Sunday) the fol- 
lowing historical part of the city address in 1810, relative to 
the victory of Talavera, from which his Grace was obliged to 
decamp the following morning, leaving his sick and wounded 
behind him ;— 

“ Deriving no benefit from experience, a third well-appointed 
army, under the command of Sir Arthur Wellesley, was hur- 
ried into the interior of Spain, alike ignorant of the force and 
movement of the enemy, where, after an unprofitable display 
of British valour, and a dreadful slaughter, this army, dike the 
former, was compelled to seek safety in a preeipiiate retreat 


before (what we were led to believe) a vanquished foe; /eaviag 


thousands of our sick and wounded countrymen in the hands 
of the enemy.” 


This the John Bull thinks the best means of proving the 
Duke * the most illustrious British warrior that ever drew the 
“breath of life’? How many Bulls dees his Grac 
take weekly, to have instigated this gross insult to his 
understanding—this puff direct, of which the bully Pep- 
percole, in Nigel, might be ashamed—this lie direct— 
jor is not the Duke of York a British warrior ?—and a prince 
of the blood royal too ?—and is he not as illustrious as his 
Grace of Wellington, though he has not been quite so forta- 
nate? But perhaps the Duke of York is not a subscriber to 


the Bull! How aptly are Pope’s lines illustrated by this 
wretched thing :— 


S 


ware 


** OF all mad creatures, if the learned are rc ivht, 
‘© It is the slaver kills, and not the bile.” 


Where the Bull abuses,! it does no harm. It is the s!aver 


of its praise that does the mischief; and if its patrons have avy 
respect for themselves, they will desire it never to meddle with 


Any panecyilc on their own Immaculate virtue. 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 


From the Black Dwarf in London, to the Yellow 
Bonze at Japan. 


———— 


THE ROYAL LIONS ON THEIR WAR-HOBBILES, AND THEIR 
JACKALS MOUNTING THEIR ASSES. 


Respected Friend of the Yellow Vestments, 
All Europe is on the point of bursting into 
a gencral flame. ‘The winter has been unusually severe; auil 
this probably has been the reason why the European Sovereizns, 
who call themselves the fathers of the people, are so much dis- 
posed to warm their beloved children, by lighting up the flames 


of war! How mightily beneficent thcy are! How pious, cha- 


ritable, and humane of them, thus to devise employment for 


those who cannot obtain work, and graves for those who may 
be weary of this life ! 

France is going to war with Spain, at the request of Russia, 
Prussia, and Austria, because Spain inas had the audacity to 
clap a muzzle on the mouth ofa certain royal lion, called Fer- 
dinand, who had been found very dangerous, when left to his 
own discretion! The Four Allies say that a Royal Lion shall 
not have his sports interrupted :—that if he pleases to eal up 
his keepers, he shall do so--and that the said keepers shall, in 
fact, be made totally dependant on the Royal Lion’s generosity, 
whether he will eat them, or their sheep, for breakfast, dinner, or 
supper! The Spanish keepers say NO, to this very rational re- 
quest. They say they have been scratched and bit enough—that 


‘manyhave been torn to pieces, before they could get the lion into 


a strong cage ; and that they are determined not to let him out 
again. He has liberty enough, say these insolent keepers, to 
eat, and drink, and sleep, and roar! and what, they ask, can 
a lion honestly want. This enrages his brother lions, who are 
not yet caged ; and they swear they will have him out. For 
this purpose, old Louis of France, who would) much rather 


swallow a goose without the prelimmary of roasting, than eu- 
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counter an angry cat—and who has a mortal aversion to all 
edge tools, except table knives—this peaceable tellow, who is 
said in pacific disposition to resemble a bell-weather much more 
than a lion, has been spirited up, by some supernatural agency, 
to try to strut upon his gouty legs, to swell his piping voice 
into a warlike tone, and to talk about a hundred thousand 
men, as if he knew what to do with them in the field. He 
has, luckily, a notable fellow of a nephew, who is to suc- 
ceed him on the throne, (if it should not be taken from 
him) who is really rery cleveras a Prince! When the great 
lion, Louis, talked of his army, and of this prince who ts 
to command them, the little lion, (this prince I speak of) 
clapped his hand upon the Ait of his sword, ina most Aerote 
manner! Now this action signified two things, very credita- 
ble to the faculties of the little French lion—namely, that he 
knew he had a sword by his side, and that he was a great deal too 
wise to draw it:—a degree of intellect really astonishing ia a 
Bourbon, and which can only be accounted for on the priiciple 
of instinct. The holy allies have made a wise choice of theit 
tools! Old Louis and the young lion Fingerhilt, are the very 
things for the invasion of Spain—ouly that tho first cannot go? 
aud the other had better stay at home! 

These French lions have been roaring for some time, pretty 
much in the strain of a mad Gull in this country, against the 
Spanish tamers of the royal wild-beasts ; and some people liere 
were much puzzled to guess at what they growling. It now 
appears that the Russian, Prussian, and Austrian lions set them 
on; and thatthe silly story about France begging permission 
to attack Spain, at the Congress of Verona, was merely a blind ; 

France being horribly afraid of the task, but reduced to the ne- 
cessity of promising to attempt it, in order to prevent the more 
rampant lions of the North from attacking herself :—the lion’s 
providers in France now candidly admitting they are going to war 
with Spain, to prevent a war upon France by the aforesaid lions. 


What a shame for Europe to be played with by such reyal brutes ! 
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This contest offers another fine specimen of the good faith 
and nice sense of honor, which belorg to Jegitimate govern- 
ments. France has been apparently at peace with Spain, has 
received and sent ambassadors, and treated with the Spanish, 
government on ter:ns of open respect; aad yet, when the Mi. 
nister Villele was reproached by some violent friends to the 
roya! lions, with having neglected to make war on Spain before 
she was prepared, the Minister of a religious and legitimate 
Monarch, said, that *‘ THOUGH HE HAD NOT GONE OPENLY 
“ TO WAR AGAINST THE SPANIARDS, HE HAD SECRETLY 
** FOMENTED THE REBELLION IN THE PENINSULA 3 AND 
“ HAD ARMED AND ORGANIZED THE REBELS: that France 
** required time for preparation as well as Spain ; but that now 
* all her measures being taken, her means arranged, and her 
“ army of 100,000 men on the Pyreines, open war might com- 
“ mence.” This fellow isa rare jackal for a royad lion / He sticks 
at nothing. Covert assassination, noon-day murder, or the muid- 
night conflagration of the dwellings of the innocent and unsus- 
picious, are the same to him! Yet such wretches kneel at al- 
tars, multer creeds, tell beads, and associate with bonzes! Que 
would be tempted to believe that the Gods were s!eeping, while 
such atrocities were committed in the face of Heaven ;—but 
MEN should remember that Heaven has endowed them with 
faculties and strength, to avenge themselves ; and not to waste 
the time of vengeance in unavailing complaint. I have no great 
esteem for the English Ministry: but I cannot bear tat they 
should be abused by such wretches as Villele aud his minions ; 
and Tam still more angry that the weapons forced upon the 
Reformers should be used by the Ultras of France. Yet; 
because the English Ministers have dared to pause, or fearcd to 
proceed, in the proscription of liberal opinions, these fellows in 
France who have (ungrateful beggars as they are) been mounted 
on their hobbies by British folly, begin to ask who our Minis- 
ters are, in the following manner :— 

“Whois Mr. Canning? 


The son of an actress ' 
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“« Who is Lord Liverpool? The son of a poor author! 

“ Who is Mr. Peel? The son of a manafacturer 

«“ Who is Mr. Huskisson? An apothecary’s apprentice ! 

“ Who is the great Lord Chancellor? The son of a coal: 
merchant *” 

Then they insolenily add— Such are they all! All ig- 
“noble plebians! A Ministry composed of the canaille” 

Now, when these English ministers forgot themselves so far 
as to contend that men as well born as themselves had no claim 
to the rights of men, if was necessary to remind them of what 
they were; and to convince them that their airs of affected 
superiority would not conceal their origin. But the jackals of 
the French King should have remembered, that to the question 
of who are the British Ministers, the world can return no other 
answer, than that they are the silly restorers of an ungrateful 
set of aristocratic blocklieads of France, who had been deservedly 
hurled from elevations they disgraced. This is all the Ultras 
of France should know of the British Ministry :—but the 
gratitude of despots is like the honour of a courtezan. The 
best price bears away the palm; and a glittering bauble often 
ruins a pension for life! 

The English Ministry must now begin to calculate the resto- 
ration of the Bourbons at its real value: and when they consi- 
der what it cost thei, if they have any shame, or any modes 
ty left, they will not very shortly attempt to drive a bargain 
again, without consulting wiser heads. 

For mine own part, I am glad of this contest: The situation 
of Europe was unnatural; and must have been disturbed , 
socner or laier. ‘The crowned gossips of the North must be 
taught better manners. J once thought of recommending 
the discipline of the ducking-stool for them, as incorrigible 
scolds ; but since they have risen ia the scale of mischief, 
and are disposed to play the part of incendiaries against 
their neighbour's premises, the world must have recourse to 


Some more serious punishment, i order to prevent being 
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plagued with them any further. How ridiculous these Euro- 
pean despots appear, while the new world is soaring, ‘‘ by rea- 
“ son’s light, on resolution’s wing,” to the true climax of po- 
litical liberiy, and human happiness. It was once tmagined, 
that the Eastern World was to imbibe the blessings of civiliza- 
tion from this quarter of the globe; but Providence has de- 
creed that America should be the first great theatre of human 
regeneration. The example of disinterestedness given by Wash- 
ington in the North, has been nobly emulated in the South. 
Bolivar and Sar Martin have again made the name of solier res- 
pectable. A recent proclamation cf the latter I forward thee. 
It touches the true chords of sympathy between the warrior, the 
politician, and the man, The single phrase of “ Iam vexed to 
“ hear it said that I wish to be a Sovereign,” is worth more to 
humanity, than all that ever’ fell from the lips of any despot. 
But I have no space for further comment. Fare thee well. 
Thy friend and well-wisher, 
THE BLACK DWARF. 


eee 


“© PROCLAMATION OF GENERAL SAN MARTIN. 


“PT have witnessed the declaration of the independence of the 
States of Chili and Peru. I have in my possession the standard 
which Pizarro bore in subjugating the Empire of the Incas: and I 
cease to be a public man, Thus are recompensed with usury, ten 
vears of revolutio n and war. My promises to the people where 1 
have waged war are fulfilled:—‘hey were to make them iadepen- 
dent, and to leave the choice of their Government to themselves. 
The presence of a successful soldier (however disintercsted he may 
he) is alarming to newly constituted States; and, on the ether 
hand, 1 am vexed to hear it said that I wish to become a Sove- 
reign. I shall indeed be always ready to make the last sacrifice 
for the liberty of the couutry, but in the character of a private citi- 
zen, and nothing more, With respect to my public conduct, my 
countrymen may (as in general) be divided ia opinion; the truth 
will be told by their poste rity. Peruvians !—I leave you the na- 
tional representation established :—if you give it your “entire con- 
fidence, you may sing a song of triumph ; if not, anarchy will de- 
vour you. May wisdom preside over your destiny ; and may it be 
the height of felicity and peacc 


a Puc blo Libre, JOSE DE SAN MARTIN. 


‘Sent. 20, 1822 
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BIRMINGHAM UNION AND PATRIOTS’ FRIEND SOCIETY 





A general Meeting of the subscribers to this Institution was held 
on the 15th ultimo, for the purpose of considering the propriety 
of remodelling the Society, and extending relief to any of the im- 
prisoned Reformers, in England, that might stand in need of its 
their own townsmen, for whose relief the Society was established, 
having all completed the terms of their unmerited imprisonments, 
and returned to the bosoms of their families. Mr. Watson tock 
the chair, and introduced the business, by the following address :— 

Gentlemen, we are inet to promote further the progress of that 
freedom which is esseatial to human happiness, by remodeiling the 
Society known asthe Birmingham Union, or Patriots’ Friend So- 
ciely. The first business isto examine and pass the quarlerty ac- 
counts, and address; and on the discussion of the alterations of 
the Institution which the Committee propose, it isto be hoped that 
every one will consider that he professes to have a feeling heart, 
anda liberal mind. The advantages of our Society, if they were 
only to be found in our Union, would be incalculable; for unity 
isstrength. But when our union is founded on the basis of giving 
relief to suffering virtue —those who have fallen victims to 
the enemies of Civil and Religious Liberiy, through the means of 
well-selected juries, for declaring openly the doctrines of Reform ; 
or honestly proclaiming their ideas on the subject of religion or for 
an attachment to that virtuous liberty, which, when enjoyed, 
willensure every individual his native rights:—upon this basis, 
our union becomes more iroportant, as 't becomes more useful.— 
Your liberality has hitherto been necessarily confined to your fel- 
low fownsmen, whose exeglions and sufferings endear them to all 
whose esteem is worth having; but time having exhausted the 
malice of their enemies, and restored thei to their families, and 
to the world, it is proposed toextend your assistance to such other 
remaining victims as you may think fit. Several will be laid before 
you: and I trust your decision will be free from that narrow mind- 
edness which would refuse assistance toa fellow-man, because he 
does not believe as we do. The great founder of the Christian 

aith teaches usto relieve distress whenever we find it ; be spent 
his whole life in guing about doing good ; and 1 never read that he 
«sked any partakers of his bounty whether they were Jews or Gen- 
tiles; or whether they believed on his divine commission, or not. 

Mr. Baxcr prefaced the new rezulations with the following ad- 
driss:==** Mr. Chairman, it has been asked, what we can now want 
with additional funds, since our own townsmen are out of prison ; 
but until the dungeons are emptied of every victim of persecution, 
1 conceive there is a great work of justice to be done; and the 
Reformers of Birmingham will not shrink from their share of the 
task. It would be well for those who wear the cloak of religion, 
to pay some little attention to its spirit. Whea Jesus was reminded 
of tie power which Elijah exercised, in calling fire from heaven 
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upon those who came to take him, Christ replied, “ Ye kaow not 
what manner of spirit ye are of. [am not come to destroy men's 
lives, but to save them.” And when in the hands of his enemies, 
and Peter in his zeal cut off the ear of the High Priest's servant, 
his divine master rebuked him, healed the sufferer, and said to his 
erring servant, ‘* cturn thy sword to the scabbard ; for they that 
live by the sword, let them die by it.””. He was the enemy of al! 
persecution. Has he not said, * if thine enemy hunger, feed him; 
if he thirst, give him to drink ; but not a stone or a scerpion, but 
wholesome bread; not vinegar ming'ed with gall, but the water 
of consolation.’ This is the true way of reclaiming men from 
their errors; and not joining in the cuckco-cry of those who per- 
secute, not because they are Christians, nor becauss they care any 
thing for Christianity, but because their unjust gains are attacked, 
asthe Ephestans of old, when their craft was in danger. On ihese 
crounds, | think all entitled to our support, who are incarcerated 
for contending for the utmost latitude of civil and religious liberty, 
Asa part of our funds are appropriated to the aid of the Nerthern 
Uuion, I beg to notice a few objections which T have occasionally 
heard. Some say the object, though desirable, is unattainable. 
This is the language of despair, and is unworthy of men who as- 
pireto be free. We may as well sit down, and say that freedom, 
though desirable, is unattainable. We feel that it is difficult of at- 
fainment; bul that only should stimulate us to fresh and uawearied 
endeavours afterits attainment. Nothing is too great for the muL7t- 
rupE to accomplish ! liis ourduty toawaken those who are indif- 
fereat, to equal the exertions we are making ; but we must set the 
example, before we can expect it should be followed. I deem the 
Northern Union an excellent ineans ofadvancing the cause of Parlia- 
mentary Reform. The possession ofa fund, which could net be rais- 
ed when av opportunity of applying it mightarrive, may contribute 
to unexpected advantages. Thisis a sufficient answer to those who 
think it useless to subscribe for an object that seems distant, Others 
ask whatcan one man do in the House of Commons. The exam- 
ple of Mr. Hume shews that a great deal may be done even there, 
and even by one man: but our hopes go farther than to the plac- 
ing there of one able,fearless advocate of public rights. We have se- 
veral in our ranks, who would pursue corruption through ali her 
dark recesses, aud hunt down the monster tn spite of its bellowing, 
if we bad had such men to watch the public interests, the nation 
would never have been brought to its present degraded condition ; 
and the exertions of snch men are requisite to redeem it from the 
depth of misery to which tt has fallen. The effects of disposable 
funds are admiited in ail other unions ;—and shall they be disre- 
girded in one which is as much paramount to them all,as the interests 
of the whole are to the interests of an individual, Many persons 
remind us that they already contribute to various institutions, such 
as benevolent aocieties, Sunday schools, hospitals, &e. These are 
ail pratseworthy institutions, in the present degraded state of 
suciely; and great praise ts due to those who support them ; but 
had not a grinding taxation, arising from a corrupt representation, 
reduced the multitude to a state of poverty and wretcheduess, 
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there had not been these claims upon the compassion of the more 
fortunate :—and though charity is a noble virtue, it is the best 
state of suciety, where there is the least occasion for its exercise ;— 
and our object is, by the restoration of the rights of all, to give 
each man an opportunity at least of rendering himself independent 
of the charity of his neighbours. As a means of furthering his 
object, I propose the following resolutions; but before I conclude, 
I cannot avoid paying a just tribute to the meritorious exertions of 
our treasurer, Mr. Lakins, without whose aid our society would 
not have obtained its now deserved reputation, Those who have 
personally suffered in our cause, are entitled to our best considera- 
tion; but we must not forget those who have been the means of 
organizing that assistance which was essential to mitigate their un- 
just privations. 

The resolutions (which we will insert the first opportunity) were 
carried unanimously. 
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REFORMERS IN PRISON. 





Chester Castle, Feb. 7, 1893. 

Dear Sir,~I am requested by Mr. Thomas Bailey, of Leicester, 
to acknowledge, in your Dwarf, the receipt of 11. 19s. 11d., to be 
equally divided between Joseph Swann and self. We unite in sin- 
cere thanks to the friends of Radical Reform at Leicester, for this 
renewed instance of their kindness. For my own part, I may say 
it was very timely ; because roy small fund was almost exhausted. 
But, whether my supplies be large or small, there are two things 
which afford me comfort:—first, the consideration that my time 
here is short; having on/y thirty-four weeks, next Sunday, before 
the expiration of my sentence, unicss{ am so unfortunate as not lo 
be able to procure bail; which I hope will not be the case. Se- 
condly, I am comforted by viewing the progress of that glorious 
cause, in which I and so many of my much respected countrymen, 
have long becn suffering. The great accession of talent, virtue, 
wealth, and numbers, to the cause of Reform, exceeds my most 
sanguine expectations. My heart burns with joy as I read the ac- 
counts of the different Reform Meetings which are taking p'ace; 
especially when I see concord maintained by the Reformers. The 
‘ime has been, when we were not allowed to see anewspaper; but, 
Owing to an application to the Secretary of State, we are now per. 
nitted to have any papers we please; and I feel extremely gratified 
when our Leicester (or any other) friends, are so kind as to forward 
Papers to us. Hoping the time is at hand, when we shall se @ 
Radical Reform, and rejoice in its consequent blessings, and look 
back with pleasure upon the trials and sufferings we have endured, 

] remain, dear Sir, 
~ Your admirer and friend, 


— JOSEPH HARRISON. 
Mr, is J Wool g 
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CASE OF MR. LEWIS. 


Sir, 

You will oblige the Reformers of Birmingham, by 
inserting the following additional Subscriptions towards the fines of 
Mr. W. G. Lewis; and be also pleased to correct a mistake in the 
last account of the subscriptions at Mr. Maddocks’ supper, it being 
stated 2]. instead of 21. 12s. 6d. The total amount was cast up 





right. Your's respectfully, Georce Rage. 
: £. a d. 
Amount of Subscriptions advertise - 4115 95 
Thomas Attwood, Esq. - . - 1 0 O 
Sundry small subscriptions . : - 1 6 O 
£44 1 Of 
By Cash sent - - : 40 0 O 
Expences acknowledged - 3 4 
Additional Expences . « 1 93 





£42 5 33 





£12 5 §g3 
116 6 
Cash inciosed 116 6 


Tuomas Lakins, Treasurer, 
Georce Raag, Secretary. 


- —- ean a = 
TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


The Hertfordshire Meeting adopted resolutions similar to those 
carried at York. We intend to notice the speech of Mr. W. Lamb, 
M. P. for the county, who thinks the Constitution never was any 
better than it is. 

Tie Surrey Meeting came to nearly similar conclusions, with 
respect to the question of Reform; but went into more detail, and 
recommended an application of the crown lands and surplus chureh 
property to the necessity of the stale. 

Kitely is jnformed that we have not space enough for a manage- 
rie to show up the whole of the reptiles in Bull’s collection ;—but 
we shall occasionally exhibita favouriie monster, or so, as lhe 
peers arenow tired of the Mermaid, and the Ladies man in ‘the 
ark has lost h’s attraction. 

Quz’s antipathy to Murray's wooden leg is ridiculous. The 
wooden substitute fora limb docs its duty better than either his 
head, or his heart. 

The proposed wazer of Hibaraicus, that he can find a John Bull, 
with less than ten direct falsehoods init, is accepted. 

The proposal to os, to head the proceedings of a certain assem- 
bly, as emanating from the * Teuple of Humbug,” should have 
been to the Editor of the Bal!. We would not rob him of so 
happy a proof his ingenuity ! Besides, itis safer in bis hands. Some 
of the volanes of the Temple might not like eur familiarity. 
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FOREIGN PROSPECTs OF THE COUNTRY. 

We are now on the eve of an important crisis, which may 
again invert all the political relations of Europe, and perhaps 
other portions of the globe ; and this crisis will depend, in a 
great measure, upon the conduct of the British administration. 
Perhaps too much credit has been given to the framers of the 
King’s Speech for their inclination to prevent the peace of Eu- 
rope from being broken by the invasion of Spain. We must 
not be deceived by vague expressions and indefinite sentences. 
There is no absolute reprobation of the policy of the holy 
allies, in this document ;—and all that it seems ta say my be 
explained without any difficulty, by a dextrous statesman, to 
mean precisely the reverse of the sense in which the public in- 
terpret it. We have heard a member of the legislature declare 
that the Speech of the King of France was manufactured in 
England :—and if this were saying too much, it is certain that 
the ministry are extremely anxious to counteract the indiguation 
which it has excited. Mr. Childe, the mover of the address, in 
the lower house, took an opportunity, in the midst of all his 
general censure of an attack upon Spain, to insist that there 
were occasions in which.one state might justifiably interfere 
to regulate the domestic concerns of anether:—and, if this be 
admitted, whenever it may suit a Tory admiuistration openly to 
join its unholy allies, it will be easy to say that Spain has reached 
the extreme which calls for such interference. But the doctrine 
1s totally false, though very convenient, in certain cases. For 
instance, if the question of Parliamentary Reform should be 
pushed too closely, a Foreign War would be an admirable ex- 
pedient to divert public attention from that object. It is cers 
tainthat both the American and the French Wars, if not created, 
Were prolonged for this object; and, for this object, it would 
beno miracle to us, were we to see England in a few short 
months leagued again with the despots of Europe against the ge- 
nus of Liberty m Spain, Nothing can warrant the interference 
of one state with the domestic economy of another; because the 
domestic economy of one state can never endanger the existence 
of another ; though, by example, it might prejudice an existing 
system. Thus, the establishment of a full and free representa- 
live system in Spain, might endanger the continuance of a 
moc kery of the representative system in France and England. 

uch consequences are natural, and inevitable; but they 
rm no more justifiable reason for an attack upon the best 
systems, than a man’s honesty would justify his destruction, 

cause it shamed the dishonesty of his neighbours. But as a 
‘ompany of rogues would probably exert themselves to get rid 
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of an honest intruder into their society ; so the European des- 
pots are anxious to rid their fronticrs of the semblance of 
prosperity resulting from freedom and equal laws, 

Mr. Secretary Peel seemed still more anxious to keep a hoie 
open for his escape from principle to expediency. He did not 
condemn the conduct of France. As an Englishman, or a 
Spaniard, he saw no reason for her fury; but as a Frenchman 
he might think otherwise. And he reprimanded Mr. Brougham 
for his strong reprobation of the conduct of “ our allies;” as 
Mr. Peel called them; though upon his own argument, if Bri- 
tain denounces the general principles of policy which Russia, 
Austria, Prussia, and France, proclaim, they are no longer our 
allies. The truth is, that the members of the British Cabinet, 
are not opposed to the principles of Foreign interference. Mr. 
Peel says in plain terms, they still adhere to the principles of 
1793, and 1821—two periods, at the first of which this country 
unjustifiably interfered with the French Revolution—and at the 
second, the very ministers who now affect to regret the conduet 
of France towards Spain, defended the similar conduct of 
Austria towards Naples—a conduct quite as infamous as 
the projected invasion of Spain—and which ought equally 
to have roused the indignation of the British public. From 
this we are compelled to conclude, that the novel regard 
for principle in our Cabinet proceeds solely from a know- 
ledge that the nation cannot, and will not, bear the expences 
of a war; and that such a measure would hasten the time 
when the people of England shall take the affairs into their 
own custody. But if that period should seem to be hastening 
too fast, a war may vet be tried asa means of postponing 
the evi! day of Reform. We should net be neutral on such 
an occasion, if our Cabinet were in earnest to prevent an 
attack on Spain. An official communication that England would 
not suffer an invasion of that country, without considering it as 
a deciaration of war to herself, would have? compelled the 
French Cabinet to pause :-out of the mere fear that the exist: 
ing discontent would occasion another revolution agaiust 
the Bourbons. But of this event, our Ministers and our Bo- 
rough Dealers have as great a dread as the Bourbons theinselves. 
If France was really free, and enjoyed the blessings of a true 
representative Government, the rotten Boroughs of England 
would not be worth three years purchase. Against such an 
event the Borough dealers have therefore to provide. The 
F rench Ultras know this ; and in the intoxication of their power, 
thmk England neutralized, aud Spain already in their power. 
In the first of these calculations they are probably correct. We 
Baye seen enough of the determined hostility of Boroughm 
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gersto Liberty at home, to believe they can be in love with it 
elsewhere ;—and we may rest assured that Spain will receive no 
assistance from the British Government. Mr. Peel’s speech . 
will bear us out in all these conclusions ;—and it becomes the 
nation to express itself so decidedly, as to intimidate the Minis- 
try from any attempt to make the quarrel of its Allies, in any 
stage, itsown. The present age has one advantage on its side. 
It is not now an easy matter to make a war against Spanish li- 
berty popular among the people. The pulpit has lost its po- 
litical influence. ‘The delusions of party are at an end :—and 
we have no longer aught to fear from the cry of ‘* Church and 
King.” Still the powerto do mischief remains—and while it 
exists, it must be carefully watched, that the curb may be 
promptly applied, should it incline again to play rampant brute. 
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“THE JOHN BULL;’ OR, THE RETORT COURTEOUS. 





EXTRACT FROM THE JOHN BULL, OF FEB. 2, WITH NO 


“9 
OTHER ALTERATION THAN THAT OF NAMES. 

The public are respectfully informed that the P o1it1 
cAL THEATRE will open for the Season on Tuesday next 
the 4th of February; and that the Managers, actuated by the 
same public spirit which has always distinguished them, have, 
in their usual /iberal manner, endeavoured to strengthen their 
Company by the accession of several of the most popular per- 
formers of the day. They lament that their unremitting 
efforts to obtain possession of THE NATIONAL THEATRE 
should have hitherto proved unsuccessful, but they trust that 
their attempts to amuse the public will not be equaily futile ‘ 
and they confidently trust that the novelties which they have 
prepared will, if they do not meet with universal approbation, 
at least help to wile away a few weary hours, and promote 
eceastonal mirth. The Season will commence with 

MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING: 
And an entirely new Democratic Pantomime, entitled, 
HARLEQUIN HUMBUG, 
Or, The Genius of the System. 

Phaeton, afterwards Harlequin, by Mr. Canning, who, in 
the course of the evening, in the character of a Cod’s Head 
and Shoulders, will sing the celebrated air of “ We're 2’ 
noddin ;”” and also a new bang-up song, after the manner of a 
hackney-coachman. 


Bombastes Furioso, afterwards Columbine, by Mr. Stuart 
Wortley. 


Limothy Bonnycastle, afterwards Clown, Mr. Bragge Be- 
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thurst. After a long and tedious calculation, this performer 
discovered that the sum total of his talents was not sufficient 
for a Clown!!! but has kindly consented to undertake the 
part on condition that he is well stuffedby the Speaker. In 
the temporary character of an Indian Juggler he will convert 
several sacks of ottah and gram into bank-notes—prove that 
two and two make five !! !—and dissect the body of a friend 
without giving him the least pain ! 

Bob Shortlegs, afterwards Pantaloon, Mr. Gifford, who 
will perform several wonderful feats of agility, such as balancing 
a hot potatoe on the tip of his nose &c. 

Owlet, a malicious Zephyr, Genius of the Boroughs, by 
Lord Lonsdale, who has borrowed some wings for the occasion 
from one of Robert Southey’s Angels: but this being his debut 
as a Zephyr, the audience must pardon him should he be seen 


to bend 
‘* Beneath the shade 


Of” his ** spread wings to hide the burning 
Of glances,”’ &c. 

Duich Footman, afterwards Punch, Mr. R. Martin. 

Gambooge, King of the Coalheavers, a Necromancer, Lord 
Eldon. 

Sprites, Genii, Figurantes, and auxiliaries of all sorts, by 
Messrs. Croker, Castles, Brown, Oliver, Edwards, andFranklin. 

Stage-manager, Mr. Peel.—Scene-shifters, the WYNNES.— 
Mechanist, Mr. Bankes. 

In the course of the Pantomime, the following scenes will be 
presented :— 

London; A view of the Treasury; Helter Skelter; Door 
fast; Disappointment; Harlequin’s agility; Slap dash; Change 
to Downing-street: Blinds drawn; Tories in motion; Pas de 
deux ; Harlequin and Columbine; Messrs, Canning and Wort- 
ley; heavy weights; Hard run; Deviltake the hindmost. 

Interior of the Speaker’s House; Song; ‘‘ The Duke’s Din- 
ner;” A soldier I am for the ladies; All in the dumps; Early | 
Division; Shut out; King of the coalheavers at tea. 

Scene; Fife House; Christening rehearsed; Procession of 
veterans; Picture of Sir Hudson Lowe; Dance of monkes. 

Bonnycastle’s. Country House ; Figures in the wrong places. 
Dot and carry one ; Potatoes; Fool’s head; with many other 
novelties. 

The whole to conclude with a splendid scene of the Temple 
of Humbug, brilliantly illuminated with gas. 

Earl Bathurst, having expressed his disapprobation of the 
custom of Columbines in slewing their legs, Bombastes Fu- 
rioso will be dressed in nankeen pantaloons. 

Lord Liverpool will furnish refreshments during the season. 

Vivant Rex et Regina. 





} 
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PROCEEDINGS 


AT THE 
MIDDLESEX MEETING FOR REFORM. 


A numerous assemb!y of Middlesex Freeholders, attended at 
Hackney, on Wednesday the 5th of February, 1823, in conse~ 
quence ofa requisition presented to the Sheriffs, to consider the 
propriety of petitioning for Reform. After Mr. Sheriff Thompson 
had opened the business of the day, by declaring that he thought 
the grievances of the country could be removed without a Parlia- 
mentary Referm: and entreating an importial hearing of all who 
mcht address the Meeting ;— 

Major Cartrwaricnr came forward, and said the Mecting would 
observe the gronad of the requisition was Reforui, as the basis of 
all hope of national re'ief. TO the country were to get rid of every 
tax now pressing upon it, there was no security that the same sya 
tem would net be recommenced again. There was an instance in 
point, of a rich Genoese, who left all bis wealin to relieve his 
countrymen from the oppression of a fax oa sait; but (hough it 
was taken off fora short period, it was soon laid on again. It wag 
impossible to point out a remedy for grievances, without reference 
to the ancient principles of the government—a departure from 
which had occasioned the enormous taxation; and an expeaditure 
in the single reign of George the Third, of the sum of 2,300 mil- 
lions; while, in the seven hundred years preceding, the whole 
cost of the Government had not exceeded 800 millions. It was 
worthy of observation, that prior to the revolution, the yearly 
expenditure was always kept within the yearly resources; but now 
taxes were paid for the interest of about 800 millions auaually; and 
this was owing to the invention of the Fanding System. (Hear, 
near.) He did not wish to recommend any thing injurious to public 
faith; and before he recommended any interference with the 
funds, a general review ought to be taken of all possible resources, 
for relieving the community. The propositions he had to submit 
went to specific measures, because he disliked indefinite terms. At 
the time of the Revolution, the Petition of Rights demanded and 
tasisted on the rights, and liberties of the people; bat unfortu- 
mately, they never specified ia what those rights and liberties con- 
sisted; and since that time, Ministers had been able to call this the 
Constitution, and that the Coustitution, and any thing they pleas- 
ed. (True, true.) ‘This had induced Mr. Paine to declare that 
we had no Constitution; ard though he lad challenged Mr, 
Burke to produce it, no writer, from ihat time to this, had been 
able to tell us in what it consisted. This had happened, decause it 
had never been written duwn in intellicible language. The Major 
then went ina review of the various exertions in favour of Reform, 
to shew that 40 years ago the principles of the resolutions he was 
about to subivit, were recognized as the basis of the rights of the 
people. Before the Revolation, the Parliament had no rigbl to sit 
for more than one vear ; but soon after was introduced that deadly 
stab to the Constitution, the triennial bill: and this wes followed 
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by the sepfennial act. By the same right, Parliament might have 
voted its duration for life, and transferred its authority to its pos- 
terily. The same year had produced both the trieninal act, and a 
funding system, to tax unborn generations. As all the evils had 
arisen from the want of a clear specification of the national rights, 
it was imperative on them to seck a restitution of those rights in 
clear and distinct terms. When Moses led the children of Israel, he 
was vot satisfied with bidding them to bea good, and moral peo- 
ple, but gave them ten commandments, which distinctly marked 
out the principles and obligations of morality. The Romans, too, 
with great good sense, drew out on twelve tables the laws of their 
community, that, as Cicero said, a child might read them, and learn 
liberty and obedience. The Major then moved a resolution, de- 
claratory of the principles of universal suffrage, vole by bailot, 
election by districts, and annual parliaments. 

The Rev. Mr. Draper seconded the resolution. The Reformers 
were called innovators; but it was a misnomer, for they should be 
called renovators. The Ministers had the audacity to justify their 
iniquity, by its acknowledged notoriety ; and they maintained their 
authority, by persecuting every one who had the honesty to oppose 
them. He haa been persecuted in this way :—The Chaplain of the 
ist Horse Guards emplosed the worthy speaker as his Deputy for 
some years; and the Commanding Officer, the Hon. Colonel Ly- 
gon, who thought all clergymen were Tories, asked him, pray, 
Sir, are you the Mr. Draper who proposed such and such resolu- 
tions at such a meeting? Lanswered, yes, Sir.—-Well, the Colonel 
wrote to the Chaplain of the regiment to fiod another Deputy. 
The Chaplain came to town accordingly, and had an toterview with 
the learned gentleman; he then told bim that he was cbliged to 
find another Deputy, as Colonel Lygon thought him éoo ofd for the 
duly. He mentioned this to shew the indefaligable exertions of 
Ministers asainst those who opposed them ia principle; these 
things, however, he did not mind. This was not all. He had also 
been a Reader at Pentonville Chapel. But Mr. Mellish had in- 
fluence among the Middlesex Justices. A political meeting was 
held at the Crownand Anchor; and at that meeting he (Mr. Dra- 
per) had the honour of proposing Mr. Whitbread to the electors of 
Middlesex, and the consequence was, that he was removed frora 
Pentonville Chapel. For himself, he did uot stand ia need of Mt 
nisterial favour ; when young, patience had been preached to Lim 
by a Bishdp possessing £6,000 a year—(a luugh). He came to 
London, he exercised his talents, he acquire. an independenee, and 
now he could laugh at the malice of his opponents. When they 
considered the various and pressing evils by which they were sur- 
rounded, they could be at no loss to divine the source from which 
they flow; that source was Ministerial corruption (Aear, hear), and 
the only remedy to be applied was a relura to that true principle 
of liberty, which gave to every man an independent vote in the 
election of that body by whom the laws of the country were tu be 
framed. Ministers were in the habit of looking at a particular 
elass of persons with contempt; they called them the dregs of the 
People. He looked to the lower class of people very differently ; a 
poor man might perhaps be defieient in information, but if he were 
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to look for a want of integrity, gross absurdity, great crime, and 
flagitious injustice, he should seek for it in the scum which floats 
at the top—(applause). ; 

Mr. Braee said, with respect to Annual Parliament and Uni- 
vessal Suffrages, they were to be looked upon in two points of 
view. First, were they the natural righis of the people; and, 
secondly, if so, would it be expedient to adopt both at present ? 
Suppose fora moment, that Universal Suffiage did exist, would 
not soldiers and others obliged toserve abroad, be still deprived of 
their right of suffrage? Buthe challenged the worthy Major 
to point eut avy pericd of our history when his system 
existed in this country. Inthe reign of Heory LIL he found that 
the election was in freeholders ; but further back he could not find 
the existence of any such right. Whathe had to propose was, 
specifically, as follows:—That every householder paying taxes 
should possess a right of voting (hear, hear!) That Parliaments 
should be of Trennial duration ; that no Placemen or Pensiuaers 
should sit in the House ; and that atl the cortupt Boroughs should 
be disfranchised (cheers.) The Honour: ble Gentleman proceeded 
to move a series of Resolutions by way of Amendment to those 
proposed by the Worthy Major. 

Mr. Hepocer seconded the Amendment. 

Mr. Macuvett recretted that a division shouldexist. It wasallowed 
that abuses existed to aa extent unparalleled, and there was no dis- 
union as tothe remedy—-Reform ; the diversity turned upon com- 
paratively an waiimportant question, whether we should petition 
for annual or triennial Perliaments (Lond cries of Annual, which 
were answered by those of Zrenuiul.) He, for one, would, rather 
than contest that point, say, “ give us triennial Parliaments, and 
ailthe good that will result from a Reformed Triennial Pariiament.” 

Mn. Miuuisaid they shouid consider the people had been peti- 
tioning Parliameut during forty years te reform itself, without ef- 
fect. Major Cartwright and hunself had presented Petitions to the 
House, pointing cut the names of no less than two hundred Mem- 
bers, who sat a3 Members in violation of all law and justice. With 
these facts in his recollection, he had come determined to quit the 
old fashioned path @f Petition, aad to adopt that of Remonstranuce. 
hie.M. here read some extracts from his Remonstrance ; it commenc- 
od by stating that the Remoustrants had for the last forty years in 
vain petitioned the House of Commons to conform to its own laws; 
that it was notorious the House of Commons was not composed 
conformable io Lhose laws, in as much as agreat uumber of its 
members were elected through the influence and interference of 
the Peers of the rcaiim, in defiance of ail law, and ali justice ; that 
the House could not affect ignorance of these facts, as Petitions 
in which they were fully detailed had been laid upon their Table s 
that among the Members who so sat ta Parlismeat, were his Majesty's 
Attorney and Solicitor Geaerals ; men who professed to be, and 
who were paid by the nation, as the guardians of public law. The 
question for their consideration was, wether it was well judged, 
orin good taste, to disturb the harmony of the Meeting by pro- 
posing an Amendment? What harm could there be ia asking for 
Annual Parliaments? * Gentlémen,” said Mr. Mills, * withdraw 








240 THE BLACK DWARF. 


your Amendirent, show vour good sense, and do not oblige usto 


" -. mii . 
lash you any more ; for depend upon it if you do; we sha’at spare 
you.” 


Mr. Gatroway rose to recommend unanimity by withdrawing 
the Amendment. He said union wasa good thing, but might be 
purchased too high. Difference led to discussion and produced 
strict examination ; still he regretted to see the Amendment which 
proposed to embody the sentiments of the Whigs; but would it 
not have been as advantageous to cal! for Reform withont annes- 
ing toitany conditions? [It was not a new experimect that Major 
Cartwright recommended, viz. to give the people Universal Suf- 
frace, Annual Parliaments, and Election by Ballot. Who can deny 
these were the rights of the people? ‘They must belong to 
them, since every one of them was called upon to contribute to 
the state. to pay taxes, and obey the laws. (hear hear), The people 
were called on to devote their lives and property, and yet there 
were persons weak enough to deny them the right of judging whe- 
ther they are to devote them or not. The best mode of Reform 
was that which included all classes, and neglected none. They 
should by their voices defend this principle. Major Cartwright 
has not stated that be willaccept nothing fess than Aonual Parhta- 
ments and Universal Suffrage —that he will not accept any Reform ; 
but he advocaies, he demands more, and what he thinks will make 
England great and happy. Difference of opinion is only an evil whea 
it leads to discord. Thope then that this day we shall not split into 
parties, but contend for our rights, anxious to give all classes an 
equal participation in them, and by our forbearance and example 


add to the number of our friends, and cuonciiate our enemies. 
(hear), 


Mr. Woorzr said, that instead of regretiing the difference that 
appeared, he was more disposed to congratulate the meeting that 
ithad occurred ; as it had brought the question more fully before 
the meeting; whese proper province it was ta determing what 
sheuld be the decision of the day ;—-which was to go forth as the 
act of the freeholders at large, and not of any individuals. He was 
decidedly in favour of the original resolutions, because he thoucht 
it presumptoons to draw lines of distinction between man and man. 
If the proposers of the amendment had any real objection to the 
original resolution, they should have met it by a direct negative. 
But who would be daring enough to do this? Who would now 
assert Lefure the people, that men were not equal, or that political 
rights were not attached to man in his natural character. The prio- 
ciple was clearly on the part of Major Cactwright; and as to the 
expediency of the case, he thought the advocates of Moderate Re- 
form, who had proceeded so moderately as to accomplish nothing, 
had not much reason to anticipate any greater success than they 
had already had. They might be better aware of the tender parts 


of that singular animal, the House of Commons, than himself; but 
they had not yet been able to reach them; for though they had 
been goading it with their feather of Moderate 


ee Reform for su many 
years, it still remained as mulish and obstinate as ever. Every time 


the questivn had been mooted in Parliament, it bad found the 
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pumber of ite supporters diminished. What then could the pro- 
posals of the amendment «anticipate ? Did they hope to steal into the 
camp of the boroughmongers, and set it on fire? This was a forlern 
expectation ; whatever he might think of the honesty of the partics 
alluded to, he knew they were too cunning for such a hope to have 
any foundation, The workers of the system felt that it worked 
well for then; and they were not disposed to let any besides share 
in the profits of their labors, [t was said that Universal Suffrage was 
impracticable ; because every one could never expect to be able to 
exercise the elective franchise, even if the right were conceded : — 
there would be soldiers fighting abroad, and many other classes 
excluded from voting. Certainly there would; but it was no rca- 
son why one man should be denied a right, because another was in- 
capable of exercising it. The soldier abroad could not vote; but 
the soldier at home could vote in the protection of his own interests 
and thuse of bis absent comrades. He looked to the basis of the 
security and existence of the State, for the qualification of the 
clector, If a state of society existed, in which personal strength 
alone was required for its security, he should admit it would be 
wise to limit the elective franchise to those who, like some hero 
of antiquity, could kaock a bull down ata blow, carry the dead 
beast a mile, and eat him up ala single meal. If swiftness of foot 
could be the great palladium of national safety, then he would be 
most entitled to the elective franchise, who could ruo down the 
antelope. But in civilized society, there is none so weak who does 
not contribute something to the general strength—none so power- 
ful whose place could not be readily supplied :—and hence there 
was no one who could be justly refused the means to protect his 
own interests in society, by the elective franchise. It was ridicu- 
lous to append so important a right to the possession of a house, 
or the accident of birth. Of the practicability of Universal Suffrage, 
a strong proof had been recently afforded in the election of 
the Governor of the State or City of New York ; when the suc- 
cessful candidate polled 128,000 votes; the seeond, 59,059, aud 
the third 3,000, by ballet, and without a tythe of the confusion 
that disgraces an English borough election. But the enemies of 
Reform were well enough aware of its practicability. They could 
readily find out the lower classes of the people, when they were 
wanted to fight the battles of their oppressors. They had no objec- 
tion to the ballot, when they wanted to recruit the Militia. But 
they dreaded it as an instrument in the hands of the people; and 
the very dread of our enemies is one great reason why we should 
Insist upon this vital principle of effectual representation. 

Mr. D. W. Harvey felt a double difficulty ;—a deficiency of ca- 
pacity to reply to the eloquent advocates of the original Resolu- 
tions, and a reluctance arising from his having been io Parliament, 
aud acted with the Whigs. They were not met here to determine 
whether they should have Triennial or Anaoual Parliaments—whe- 
ther they should vote by ballot, or by poll. They were met to 
petition for Reform, and unless they were prepared to say that the 
House of Commons was corrupt in all its component parts—that 
every man on passing ils threshold became corrupt, (2ear, hear) 
they should leave the consideration of the degree of Reform tu the 
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House itself. It was not necessary to discuss whether or noi, the 
people had a right to Universal Suffrage and Annual Parliaments, 
as a reason for Reform, but only whether the House of Commons 
wes a tolerably correct resemblance in miniature of the whole peo- 
ple—whether it was a mirror of the nation—whether its votes and 
Messures were in accordance with, or in direct opposition to public 
Opinion ? But the people feel, and are perfec'iy convinced, that 
the House of Commons act in opposition to their tiews and tnte- 
rests; and this is a sufficient reason for wishing to introduce so 
much popular influence into that Assembly, as to make it the 
exact representative of popular opinion. The supporters of the 
amendment advocate Reform in general, and without any restric- 
tions whatever ;—they are noi opposed to Universal Suffrage, but 
they ask Reform without insisting ov that as ifs condition. Mr. 
Wooler forgot the motion of Lord J. Russell, which was supported 
hy such a large minority of unshaken Patriots. If the amendment 
be altered by leaving out “ Triennial Parliaments,” we do not 
prejudice the question of Annual Parliaments and Universal 
Suffrage, and we shall, perhaps, be able to come to an unanimous 
vole, 


Major Cartwricut rising to reply, said, when you depart from 
principles, you open a wide door to corruption. Triennial Parha- 
ments had deprived the pedple of two-thirds of their privileges, 
and Septennial ores bad severed six sevenths of their political life. 

Mr. Bicce said he was willing to leave cut of the amendment 
the clauses pointed out by Mr. Harvey. 


Mr. Byne said he had always been a sincere Reformer, and done 
all in his power to promote Reform. Under the present constitu. 
tion the English had become the first people of the world. This 
superiority was to be ascribed to our form of government, and he 
wish} to see it preserved; but it could not exist if freedom was 
not restored to the peopte. Towns ence prosperous, had now fallen 
into decay, and others had risen. The former have become private 
property, and have no right to send representatives to Parliament. 
He wished to see the privileges of such boroughs boroughs done 
away with, and the right given to large towns; he wished also to 
extend the privilege of voting to all who pay direct taxes. 


Mr. Waitsreay could assure them he was no friend to half 
measures, and trusted they woul! give him credit for being the 
avowed enemy of corruption in whatever shape it presented itself, 
(-4pplause) He felt no hesitatioa in saying, that he wished the 
establishment of triennial Parliaments, and the right of voling ex- 
tended to householders. He cautioned them a2gainst going too far. 
Let them remember the story of the golden Egg ;—it was possible 
to ask too much and to lose all. The Honourable Gentleman ob- 
served in conclusion, that whatever might be the decisiou to which 


they came, he should feel bound to present it te the House of Com- 
mons, 


Mr. P. Moore, M. P. was about to address the Meeting, but the 


Sheriffs decided that the proceeding would be irregular, and Nr 
Muore gave way. 


“wren: 
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The Hien Suertrr then put the amended motion, which, was 
declared to be negatived. The Sheriff next put the original Re- 
solutions of Major Cartwright, and upon a show of hands being 
taken it was decided that they were carried, by a very large majo- 
rity. 

Mr. Mitts then proceeded to read the Petition founded on the 
Resolutions, which was also put and carried by a large majority. 


Mr. Sheriff Lucas observed, that as a freeholder of the county, 
he was opposed to the Petition, and he could not as Sheriff sign a 
document, which as a freeholder he disapproved of. 


It was next moved and carried that the County Members should 
present the Petition. 


PETITION, 


TO THE HONOURABLE THE COMMONS GF CREAT BRITAIN AND IRE< 
LAND, IN PARLIAMENT ASSEMBLED, 


Sheweth,—--That history hath made known to all the world, that 
the Revolution of the year 1688, opened to the family of bis pres 
sent Majesty, its way to the throne of this kingdom, 


History likewise informs us, that, prior to the said Revolution, 

ENGLAND had, through many revolving centuries of time, shone 
with lustre, as a Power of the first rank among the Nations; while 
her liberties, till then, had always, so far at least commanded re- 
spect; and ihe properties of her people, till then, had always been 
so far at least protected, that her yearly expenditure, at ail times, 
for more than a thousand years prior to the aforesaid memorable 
epoch, had been uviforwly kept within the liwits of the yearly re- 
sources. 
., And Mistory hath also invariably borae its testimony to this im- 
~ portant truth, nainely, that for securily to liberty, and to property, 
an inseparable union between taxation and representation, hath 
ever been held to be, as unquestionably it is, a fundamental prin- 
ciple of the English Constitution. Whence ii is obvious, that, for 
a Parliament, as representative of the people, of any one period of 
time, to tax unborn generations of the people, (or indeed any ge- 
neration that shared not in its election) must necessari)y have been 
a departure from the Constitution, altke subversive of liberty and 
property. 

Adverting to the aforesaid important truth, your Petitioners, 
therefore, have to solicit the attention of your honourable House 
to the circumstance, that, notwithstanding the said fact, of the 
yearly expenditure having, until the Revolution of 1688, been in- 
variably kept within the limits of ihe yearly resources of the 
nation, whereby, prior to that epoch, Englishmen, on account of 
a debt previously contracted, contrary to the Constitution, never 
were taxed a single shilling; yet, that the present generatioa, on 
account of such a debt, (much of it contracted before any of them 
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were born) are now yearly taxed more than eight hundred mii- 
lions of shillings:—a circumstance which demonstrates the exis- 
tence of an unconstitutional and dreadfully-despotic power, undes 
which they have not the shadow of a security for cither their li- 
berty or their properly. 

In seeking the causes of such a change for the worse, that soon 
followed, if indeed it grew not out of a Revolution which, through 
folly and faction, bas been called a deliverance, your hon. House 
must be aware, that our ancestors, both Rulers end People, lived 
under an unwritten, and consequently under an ill-understood, if 
rot an unknown Constitution; whereby, in consequence of this 
general ignorance, arbitrary men were tempted, and found it but 
loo easy to govern according to their own discretion and selfish 
ambition; instead of being subject, in their legislation, fo the 
letter, as well asto the spiril of an ascertained Constitution, serving 
asa political criterion of conduct knowa to all men ; which, had that 
Constitution been written, knuwn, and well understood, must have 
prevented any such licentious practice. 

Your honourable Honse must likev ise he aware, that at the pe- 
riod of the said Revolution, the representation of the people in Par- 
Fiament was, not only lamentab!y defective, but extremely un- 
equal ; so that, even an Old Sarum (a mere empty name of what 
had long ceased to exist, and contributing nothing to che expences 
of the State) had an equal weight in the imposition of taxes, with 
the greatest county; and you cannot but know, that, upon the 
whole, the Commons House at that time was, for the most part, 
under a dominecring influence, partly of the Crown, and partly of 
rival families in the Aristocracy. 

This general ignorance of the Constitution, on the part alike of 
Rulers and People, together with these imperfections in the Ke- 
eRe a were productive, very early after the aforesaul Revo- 

ulion, of two porlentous evils of great magnitude, to which the 
present heavy calamities and threatened dangers of our country, 
may with certainty be traced, as powerfully operating causes :— 
wherefore, some developement of thos: causes becomes necessary, 
ére any substantial redress of grievances can he hoped for, or a 
remedy against their continuance, or recurrence, or even aggrava- 
tion, can be found, or rightly and truly understood. 

_ The two evils alluded to, as twin mischiefs of portentous aspect, 
had their illegitimate birth in one aud the same year—the year 
1694. One of these twins was, the Liberticide Statute, which, bya 
flagrant violation of a Constitutional principle, aud an assumption 
of power beyond the vicarious authority of an elective legislature, 
gave to future Parliaments a duration of three years :—a perni- 
cious precedent, whereby shorily afterwards, that stab to the na- 
tion’s freedom was deepened, and widened, and aggravated, to a 
duration of seven years. : 

This monstrous duration of illegitimate and unauthorised power, 
combined with the extensive defects and corruptions, in a mere 
nominal representation, (now, in our day, notoriously a mere en- 
gine io the hands of Oligarchs, in hostility to the rights, the liber. 
ties, and interests of the people) is, in practical effeet, a despotic 
power of the very worst kind ; inasmuch as, by wearing a popula 
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cloak and a patriot mask, and appearing in the professed character 
of a Protector,fit hath been enabled to make greater havoc of pro- 
perty in this country, than ever was made, or could have been 
made, in any country, by an uncloaked, unmasked despotisin ; fur, 
disguised as it has been, it thereby obtained the all-destructive 

ower of taxing at its discretion, usborn generations—thus cutting 
up by the roots ail possible sceurity of property. 

Tie other of those pertentous twins of the fatal year 1694, was 
the all-devouring Funding System, alone wanting to consummete 
ahorrid tyranny. ‘the two combined, seem to have been sent in 
the character of destroying angels, in punishirent of the sins of the 
nation; and dreadfully in the end, by the naivrel seourges of debt 
and taxation, have they done their work; for, under the sharp 
inflictions of those scourges, the nation now fies an agonizing 
viclim:—and so, most assuredly, must continue, until, by a return 
fo reason and virlue, and duly appreciating the blessing of a free 
Constitution, it shall claim aud recover those Constitutional liber- 
ties, which its carly ancestors, following the counsel of God, in 
the laws of Nature, and asserting the prerogatives of man, Icft as 
the recorded birth-right inheritance of Englishmen, : 

In pursuit of this recovery there can be no pause, until the 
badge of slavery be cast off, by an extinctiou of debt; and until a 
complete exemption from laxes on account of such a debt, shall 
have been sccured, by an effectual barrier being once more erected 
against a yearly expenditure exceeding the yearly resources:—a 
dignified condition in which we repeat, England, as a Power of the 
first rank, shene wilh splendour for more than a thousand years 
prior to the Revolution of 1686. 

As illustrative of what has been advanced touching the extrava- 
gance that hath brought the Kingdom to its present exhausted and 
degraded condition, your Petitioners request the attention of your 
honourable House to a single fact, which, throvgh the Press, has, 
for three years, been laid before the public, uncontradicted ;— 
namely, that, in a course of seven hundred years, including the 
reigns of thirty-one Kings, from the elevation of William I. to the 
demise of George II., the English Government did not expend in 
jrincipal money, quite eight hundred mil'ions ot pounds sterling ; 
whereas, in the single reign of George III., the same Goverament 
squandered, in principal money, a sum exceeding two thousand 
three hundred aud forty-seven millions. 

in this single fact is seen the terrific existence of that desnotic 
power, which the defects and the inequalily of the representation 
in your Honourable House have put into thé hands of the Oli- 
garchs, who monopolize its seats to the exclusion of the people, 
by whom alone the entire House ought to be freely and equally 
elected. 

And when it is recollected, that all this money was spent on one 
war, for establishing taxation where there was to be no represeno- 
tation ; and on another war, for crushing the new-born liberties of 
Frauce, and quashing Reform at home; while the money was 
taken by force from the pockets of the industrious classes of the 
Enelish commuuily ;—it must be seen how wanton and how wick. 
ed was the pillage, for the direct purposes of enriching the Qli- 
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garchs and their families, and of upholding their despotic power, 
at the expense and for the enslavement of the people. 

But, to return to the consideration of that all-devouring mon- 
ster, the Funptne System, your petitioners have to remark, that, 
afler more than a thousand years of increasing prosperity, of 
glory, and of national greatness, growing with the growth of civi- 
lization and science, without any such mischievous innovation, 
this selfish counting-house chimera, this swindling juggle, in 
evil hour was craftilyintroduced for supporting Government on the 
rotten props of a sordid self-interest, in opposition to a generous 
public spirit ; and on the baseness of artifice and faction, in place 
of a bold and honest patriotism. 

Thus was, uchappily, contrived the raising of a shining bubble, 
called a Moniep Interest; an unnatural phenomenon distinct 
from, and latently hostile to, all the natural and solid foundations 
of prosperity, arising out of the substantial realities of land, of 
agriculture, of manuiacture, trade, and commerce; to all of 
which, in turn, this Monied Interest lent its treacherous aid, as the 
gormand feeds and pampers his lamb, his calf, his pigeon, and his 
goose, that in the end he may devote them to the gratification of 
his voluptuous appetite. 

The tricksters cf this Monied Interest (who may be considered 
as the acting partners in what may be styled the Oligarchs and 
Company) still din in our ears the pretended solidity of their 
funds; yet, when looked for, nothing is found but the scratch of a 
pen upon paper. The thousand millions of gold have disappeared ; 
and the interest on that vast, but vanished capital, can only be ex- 
tracted from the empty pockels of a wronged and duped people, 
impoverished by a harrassing taxation. 

This non-existence of means to satisfy the rayacity of the Mo- 
nied Interest, forces back our attention to the swindling and the 
tyrauny of the Oligarchs and Company, not only in the year 1797, 
but at periods both prior and subsequent. Before 1797, the Mo- 
nied Interest, by means of the Fuading System, had much under. 
mined all other interests in favour of the jobbers in loans, by 
whose agency tyrannical Ministers were enabled to carry on their 
mischievous liberticide schemes. But in that memorable year, we 
see the Oligarchs ahd Company, in prosecuting their great war 
against human freedom, and as regardless of common honesty as 
of constitutional restraint, by one daring stroke, annihilate all the 
wholesome and invigorating powers of a Metallic Currency, and 
in its place substitute a sickly and emaciated Paper, to the rapid 
enrichment of the Monied laoterest; by so advancing the price of 
bread and other necessaries, as to suck out and drain to the lowest 
ebb, the very means-of a miserable life to the labouring classes. 

By other unprincipled and arbitrary tampesrings with the cure 
rency, particularly the act for a resumption of cash-payments, 
unaccompanied by measutes for preventing ruinous consequences, 
we now behold a wide-extended confiscation of farming capital and 
Janded property, shaking the laud with dismay and consteination 5 
portents of public convulsion, if not averted by Parliamentary 
Reform. 


Such are the bitter fruits of a funding system in the hands of 
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a despotic power, that, contrary to the constitution, taxcs at its 
discretion unborn generations ! 

In such a state of things, when this swindling funding system 
cau no longer stand untouched, unless the entire people, stripped 
of property, shall, from generation to generation, be doomed to 
incessant and unrequited labour, as siaves, for the sole profit of the 
exchequer and the money-jobber—in such a state of things it is, 
that, from those whose names stand scratched with a pen on paper, 
where nought else is to be found; and by whose craft, in conjunc- 
tion with the usurped powers of the oligarchs, matters have been 
hrought to the present pass. we hear a perpetual cry of—“* Keep 
faith with the public creditor !”’ 

But your petitioners bez leave to say to your Hon, House, that 
in the present wreck of property, and the general consternation 
as to consequences, there is another party who has a prior claim 
to be heard ;—a claim resting on far superior and more solid foun- 
dations—those of inherent right, of elernal justice, and the sacred 
principles of the constitution ;—a claim also anterioe to the exist. 
ence of the funding system. on whose hollow fabric alone these 
public creditors, 25 the noisy money-jobbers of Change-alley call 
themselves, pretend to have any demand. On behalf of this 
much-injured and long-suflering party, your petitioners say,— 
“ Keer faith with the nation, in whose wrong, the fraudulent 
funding system, by a stab to the constitution, and as an innovation 
upon an honest pelicy of a thousand years standing, was forced 
upon them !” 

This funding system, of satanic nature, horrid instrument of an 
unbounded oppression, such as never before entered the heart, or 
feasted the imagination of tyrant; was, at ils creation, of 
delusive eloquence and demure aspect ;—but smooth as its tongue, 
and fair to the eye as it at first appeared, and gentle as its earl& 
acts, its deformities now are every where seen; its cruel fangs are 
every where felt, and, in the grasp of the monster, liberty and 
property alike perish. This system, so desolating and so prolific 
of misery, must be brought under subjection to the constitution, 
or the constitution must expire in the folds of the serpent. 

Your petitioners, therefore, hope your honourable house will 
teflect on what was meant by the parliament in 1688, when, in the 
Haine of the people, it ** claimed, demanded, and insisted upon 
their rights and liberties ;’ and they pray, that your honourable 
house will immediately proceed to carry into effect the natural and 
obvious means of that parliamentary declaration ; for putting an 
end to that fatal disunion between taxation and representation, 
Which introduced the ruinous funding system, together with a 
laxation of unborn generations ; source of all the calamities of 
their much-injured country—that so a Commons House may thence- 
forth fully and constitutionally represent those whom it taxes, and 
Or whom it makes laws that have power over the liberty, the 
life, and property of every man; and on which laws his happiuess 
or his misery must depend. 

Powerful opponents of Parliamentary Reform are in the habit 
of expressing theniselves inthe form of a two-fold proposition ; 
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namely :—‘' That it will be lime enough to listen to the Reformer, 
when, in the first place, they shall have agreed among themselves, 
and when, in the second place, they shall distinctly specify what 
it is they claim.” 

To this proposition your Petitioners have a two-fold answer. 
They, in the first place, say, it is to be presumed that your honour- 
able House understands the Constitution, by which criterion alone, 
and not on the condition of unanimity among the millions of the 
aggrieved, justice ought to te done and redress given, whether 
petitioned for or not. And, in the second place, your Petitioners 
say, that with the very reasonable condition of explicitly stating 
their claim they shall comply. 

As touching unanimity, or being all of one mind, there is but one 
secret, which is, to propose that which alone does, or can alike 
embrace the rights and interests of all, Let your Honourable 
House act on that principle, then, on the subject of representation, 
the voice of faction or of folly will be heard no more. 

After an active discussion of half a century’s continuance, iu 
which the learning and genius of an enlightened age have shed such 
a blaze of light on the science of representation, that its principles 
are undeniably established, and familiar to the minds of the com- 
munity, your Petitioners would be ashamed to come before your 
Honourable House in apparent ignorance of those principles, lying, 
as they do, wichin an extremely narrow compass; and being level, 
as they are, with the plain common sense of mankind. 

Se circumstanced, and conscious that the eye of an anxious na- 
tion is upon them, your Petitioners feel it to be due to that nation, 
to shew that its universal rights are as dear to them as their own, 
not preferring on conjectural _— a suit for either doubtful or 
partial claims, or any monopoly to favoured classes, but for public 
rights completely ascertained; nor appealing to an arbitrary tri- 
bunal authorized to decide on mere fancy and discretion, but te 
one that is bound to decide on ascertained constitutional principles ; 
so your Petitioners are convinced thal, were they not to be com- 
pletely frank and explicit, their conduct would not only be in itself 
highly reprehensible, but must inevitably bring them under a sus- 
picion, that they were not honestly seeking a restoration of the 
constitution, in which all have an equal interest, but were covertly 
striving for semething short of the Constitution, to favour the 
interested ambition of some faction in the state, to the prejudice 
of the nation at large. 

Your Petitloners therefore pray for a Reform of the Representa- 
tion of the People in Parliament, in strict accordance with the 
constitution, as follows :— 

1. That all males, at the time when, by adult age, they become 
entitled to inherit such right and property in land, goods, or 
chattels, as may be theirs by the laws of man, may, ai the sama 
time, as equals in the eye of their Creator, likewise enter into full 
possession anil enjoyment of that superior and more sacred right 
and property which, by the law of God, belongs to them, as 
imtellectual, mortal, and responsible beings, endowed with a sense 
of right and wrong, as well as with free will for choosing between 
goud and evil; by which inherent, superior, and sacred right, thes 
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are evidently entitled, equally to share in eieeting and appointing 
those persons who are to make laws which must have power over 
their liberty, their lives and properties: and consequently causing 
“to them prosperity or adversity, happiness or misery, 

On this is Jaid the greater stress, because, by a calamitous expe- 
rience, the aggrieved nation hath now at length cause to know, 
that, without au enjoyment of this inherent superior and sacred 
right to legislative representation, no inferior right or interest in 
land, goods or chattels, can have a shallow of security, or be avail- 
able to prosperity. 

2d. That the legislative representatives of the commons may be 
chosen in and by districts as equally populous as may be practicable 
without inconveniently subdividing parishes, wards, or other sub- 
sisting divisions of the population. 

8d. That not only in recognition of antient salutary usage, but 
likewise, for completely securing to the people universally the 
sacred right of representation as they successively attain adult 
age; as well as for erecting a strong barrier against the horridly 
tyrannical and ruinous practice of taxing unborn generations, and 
thereby crushing liberty in the very egg, the Legislative Represeu- 
tatives of the commons be chosen annually. 

4th, That as a right to an end includes a right to the means; 
and as no man ought to be exposed to ruin or persecution for freely 
voling, elections ought to be by ballot. 

Your pelitioners, in thas particularizing what they conceive to 

be national rights, utterly disclaim any thing so presumptuous and 
factious, as the setting up on the present occasien any mere opi- 
nions, conceils, fancies, or projects of their owa, for the modellin 
a Parliamentary Reform: buat, having dutifully submitted their 
minds and their wills to the voice of truth, to the weight of 
evidence, and to the force of demonstration, the aforesaid four 
propositions are the conclusions which, whether agreeing or not 
agreeing with their former opinions or wishess they feel themselves 
bound to declare. 
_ Could the foregoing Rights be seen in the light of a debt due 
irom parliameat to the people, it must to chat people be manifest, 
that it is a debt which parliament at any moment can pay on 
demand, and can just as easily pay in full as in part: a truth which 
exposes to contempt or to reprobation, either the ignorance, the 
folly, or the faction of such persons as should propose to pailia- 
ment any other live of conduct than that of a strict adherence 
(o ibe constitution, by honestly discharging the debt without 
deduction. 

But when, on the hue and cry that has gone forth through the 
land, for recovery of its long lost liberties, it hath been clearly 
discovered and made notorious, that, for the most part, tbe lost 
treasure is lodged within the fortified casiles of proud and selfish 
barons, who, notwithstanding the statute fur abolishing the feudal 
tyranny, cannot leave off the old predatory habits of pillage and 
Oppression ; aud who uphold within their castles those repositories 
of plander, called their keeps; and that another portion of those 
lost liberties are in the strong boxes of certain wea'thy and corrupt 
confederates of those would-be feudal tyrants; proofs of which 
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nefarious lodgments have been repeatedly tendered at the bar of 
your honourable house—the case is not now viewed in the mild 
light of a debt, butas the audacious guilt of holding a forcible 
possession of stolen goods. 

Seen in this light, what must be thought of those who 
counsel a degrading composition, whereby a large proportion of 
the treasure should be left in the furtive hands of the rob ers, but 
that such advisers either treat the people of England, the de- 
scendants of the conquerorsat Poictiers and Cressey, at Agincourt, 
Trafalgar, and Waterloo, as degenerate cowards: or else that they 
themselves, the counsellors of a shameful composition, are secretly 
in the interest of those who have robbed us, and partakers in the 
spoil? In such counsels, your petitioners partake not, No: at 
the hands of your honourable house they expect urcompounding 
justice : that so, not an atom of the stolen treasure be left in euilty 
hands. 

In a dreadful crisis, when (to use the words of Harrington) 
‘© the convulsed nation is tossing and tumbling on the bed of 
sickness, and it must end indeath or recovery ;” its disease, being 
a political plague, corruption within, and the body-politic covered 
with deforming scabs and blotches, loathsome ulcers and running 
sores, for which the foregoing four-fold prescription is self-evi- 
dently a radical, a complete, and specific remedy; most offensive 
must it be to behold any Englishman, capable of tendering to your 
honourable house any despicable nostrum, notoriously disagree ing 
with the constitution, convulsing or paralys’ ng a large portion of 
the body-pelitic, and which could not by any possibility eifect a 
cure; while, by merely repelling external ulcers, it must feed and 
keep alive the internal corruption. 

Comparing the much greater illumination on the science of 
representation at the present period, than existed at the period of 
the revolution in 1688; and seeing that the four principles pro- 
pounded by your petitioners are in “the strictest accordance with 
the vital spirit of the constitution: they humbly conceive it to be 
manifest, that, in those propositions they have, in plain intelligible 
language, specifically expressed the most essential and important 
of those « rights and liberties,’ which, at the aforesaid period as 

already noticed. the Parliauseut on behalf and in name of the 
“* People of England, inde fis iitely, but cmphatically claimed, de- 
manded, and insisted upon. 

Nor can your petitioners refrain from remarking that, after 
auras waited for more than 130 years, experiencipg only the 
contrary of benefit from the parade of claiming, lemanding 2 rnd 
insiati ne, it still remains for this deluded and much- negrieved 
pation to do itself jnstice, vy securing an actual possession, and 
the full enjoyment of the rights and liberties in question? all 
included within the narrow compass of the aforesaid four plain, 
intelligible propositions; which, had the subject of them been as 
generally and as weil understood by the people ia 1688, as it is 
understood by the people in 1823, would effectually have pre- 
vanted those stabs of the constitution, and that confiscation of 
property caused by the fatal funding system, with its taxation of 
unbern generations, which have been noticed, so that the nation 
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nt this day, (as was the case prior to the revolution of 1688) would 
be wholly unburthened with debt, which now causes a yearly tax- 
ation of eight hundred millions of shillings, and therefore would 
aot be taxed a single shilling, on account of such debt. 

Such being at this time the terrific magnitude of the evil arising 
from the aristocratic and monied influences centring in an oli- 
sarchy, having as its confederate that all-devouring monster, the 
Funding System; and the ramifications of corruption being innu- 
merable and unspeakably complicated, it is obvious that no force 
short of that of the people, and no power less than that of a Re- 
formed Parliament, can by possibility save the State; such a Re- 
formed Parliament alone being ‘‘a proper basis of all measures 
having for their objects, retrenchment in the public expenditure, 
a reduction of debt, refief from the pressure of all unnecessary 
taxation, or a redressiof grievances.” 

To your Petitioners, however, it is equally obvious, and delight- 
ful is the contemplation, that the English people, in possession of 
a Reformed Representation, would in a moment stay the plague, 
and rapidly overeoming all difficulties, once more recover theic 
antient glory; shining with lustre among the foremost of the na- 
tions, now rising from slavery andcontempt, to freedom and to 
fame; anda sacred union of free States would soon confine with- 
in the'r frozen wilds or enslaved regions, the crowned keepers of 
docile bears, wolves, and tigers, trained for enslaving and desolat- 
ing the rest of Europe. 

Wherefore your Petitioners once more reilerate their constant 
prayer for a Reformed Representation as speedily as shall be possi- 
ble: requesting however, that until the same can be accomplished, 
your Honourable House may call for all necessary reports, ac- 
counts, and statements, which, when the Reformed Parliament 
should mect, might facilitate its operations, and accelerate that 
relief of the suffering public. 

Although the Funding System had its origin ia a violation of the 
constitulion, and is continued by the tyrannical practice of taxing 
unborn generations, having the effect of crushing liberty in the 
very egg; yet, considering how yery many deluded persons, igno- 
rantly and without blame, have become thereon dependent, and 
how numerous also are those who by compulsion ia various shapes 
have been placed in the same siiuation, and depend even for food, 
raiment, and lodging on the System ; in the opinion of this meet- 
ing, while an extinction of the System or a mitigation of its evils is 
contemplated, justice requires that, before a lessening of the divi- 
dends shall be determined on, a comprehensive state of the nation 
ought to be taken and made pnblic; so that ail sources of retrenche 
ment and all means of relief may be completely explored, in order 
that the interests of no particular class or classes of the cormmuni- 
ty may be made exclusive sacrifices to public salvation, but all 
fairly and proportionally coutribnate. 

Pe ene this desirable, end your Petitioners believe that great 
ae be had, by having recourse to the following sources : 
ely, — 


1. To atotal abolition of all sinecures and of all emoluments 
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not the reasonable rewards of public services, as well as a reduc: 
tion to moderation in all overpaid salaries or wages ; 

2. To fair, open, auction sales of all public estates in small lots ; 

3. To profitable cessions of all unprofitable foreign possessions 5 
and first of the Ionian Islands, for the strengthening the reviving 
liberties of Greece ; 

4. Tothe introduction of free government into all colonies, for 
lessening the expence of holding them, by increasing their attach- 
ment to the present State ; coupled with a desire, thal, as soon as 
capable of self-preservation, they shall assume independence, and 
become allies attached to English interests ; : 

5. To a disbanding all the Standing Army, beyond what 1s ne- 
cessary for merely relieving the forces to be kept in such foreign 
possessions as pray remain after the proposed cessions. 

6. Toa revision of the plan for remunerating the Ministers of 
the Established Church, of which not half the people are members, 
while it is maintained at an expence which exceeds the charge of 
all other Christian Churches in the world collectively ; 

7. To an ineigoration of productive industry and Jabour, by 
repealing the taxes on sall, malt, hops, leather, soap, and candles ; 

8. Tv a graduating Property Tax on all wealth above a ceriain 
degree, and whieh, in the judgment of a free Parliament may be 
deemed to minister to a debilitating luxury, rather than to national 
strength ; 

9. To the grauting of honorary rewards by Parliameat, to such 
hs may aceelerate by gifts of money the work of retrenchment, 
until the yeatiy expenditure of the Government be brought back 
fown-agreem< us with the yearly resources—aa object never to be 
lust sight of ; , 

10. And, lastly, to such a graduated scale in the dimiuution of 
dividends paid out of the taxation, as should not inflict absolute 
distress on any; but by accurate knowledge respecting affluence or 
indigence, should ascertain the degree in which, by tempering jus- 
tice with benevolence, diminution might be available to the great 
end of briaging the nation back to the prosperous and dignified 
position it held prior to the Revolution of 1688, until which 
epoctr tis yearly resources and expenditure preserved an even 
balance. 

Aad your P«titioners, trusting that your Honourable House will 
pay the caritest altention lo the all-important subject of a Reform, 
for recovering the constitution, sad placing on their true basis, the 
sacred righis and liberties of the peoyle,— will for ever pray, &c. 

Mr. Sherif Lucas refused to sign it, although Mr. Sheriff 
Thompson seemed inclined to do his duty ; and it was ultimately 
eselved thal it should be signed by the freeholders, and presented 
iy the county members, Arrangements are now making to lay it 
before the freeholders in convenient places; and we trust this 
triumph of principle over a shallow expediency, will be attested 


and streng (hened by more numerous signatures, than any Middlesex 
pelition has ever yet received. 
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